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Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2010); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999 (4a, 2, 3, 4, 4a, 5, 6, It is a well known medicinal plant (Shtacher & Kasshman, 1970; Bohlman & Gupta, 1982) and has some pharmacological activities (Azoulay et al., 1986) . This plant has been the subject of chemical investigation in terms of isolating sesquiterpene lactones (Bohlmann et al., 1977) , sesquiterpene acids (Ceccherelli et al., 1988) . The isocostic acid is a major constituent of the dichloromethane extract of the Inula viscosa (L).The literature does not report any article on the transformation of this acid. In order to prepare products with high added value, we studied the reactivity of this acid. Thus, from this acid, we have prepared by reaction of Curtius the 1 -(4a, 8dimethyl-1,2,3,4,4a,5,6,8a-octahydronaphthalen-2-yl)-ethanone which was synthesized (Kutney et al.,1984) . The Condensation of this ketone with benzaldehyde in the presence of sodium hydroxide allows us to obtain the title compound with a good yield of 85%. The structure of this new derivative of isocostic acid was established by NMR spectral analysis of 1H, 13 C and mass spectroscopy and confirmed by its single-crystal X-ray structure.
The molecule is built up from two fused six-membered rings, substituted by 3-phenylpropenoyl. The molecular structure of (I), Fig.1 , shows the cyclohexane ring to adopt a chair conformation, as indicated by the total puckering amplitude QT = 0.5674 (19)Å and spherical polar angle θ =4.83 (19)° with φ = 266 (2)°. While the cyclohexene ring has a half chair conformation with QT = 0.5005 (19) Å, θ =47.9 (2)°, φ = 13.7 (3)° (Cremer & Pople, 1975) .
Experimental
In a flask was introduced a mixture of 500 mg (2.42 mmol), of 1 -(4a, 8-dimethyl-1, 2,3,4,4a,5,6,8a-octahydronaphthalen-2-yl)-ethanone, 257 mg (2.42 mmol.) of benzaldehyde, 30 ml of anhydrous ethanol and 1 ml of a solution of sodium hydroxide(2 N). The mixture was stirred for three hours at room temperature. After neutralization followed by extraction three time with 20 ml of dichloromethane, the organic phase is dried over sodium sulfate, then evaporated under vacuum. Chromatography on a column of silica gel with hexane-ethyl acetate (97/3) as eluent of the residue allowed us to obtain 1-(4a, 8-dimethyl-1,2,3,4,4a, 5,6,8a-octahydronaphthalen-2-yl)-3-phenylprop-2-en-1-one with a yield of 85%. The title compound is recrystallized in hexane-ethyl acetate (80/20).
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.96 Å (methyl), 0.97 Å (methylene), 0.98Å (methine) with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (methylene, methine) or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl). In the absence of significant anomalous scattering, the absolute configuration could not be reliably determined and thus 1436 Friedel pairs were merged and any references to the Flack parameter were removed. 
